
SAMPLE R-ACT READINGS AND QUESTIONS
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N ANSWER KEY APPEARS AT THE END

GOOD LUCK!
READING #1: Michelle Pizzo, “Respecting Women Sports Reporters” [Blog Post 2012]
P1) Women reporters are popping up more in the sports section of news, but there is still an obvious gap that seems to be holding women back.

P2) The first few links that pop-up when you Google search, “women sports reporters,” have titles like, “10 Sexiest Female Sports Reporters.” Even when you search, “men sports reporters,” the top sexiest female reporters are being displayed. I know this is a huge social media flaw that makes us all addicted to appearances, but it is really hurting the cause.

P3) Erika Luancing, a woman who loves to watch and discuss all kinds of sports, said one of her favorite reporters is ESPN’s Erin Andrews. She said, “And I like Erin Andrews, because she recently teamed up with StubHub to support the Girls Night Out Initiate, which is a program to encourage women to attend more sporting events.”

P4) It’s crazy to think women couldn’t perform the same tasks as a man in sports reporting or any other aspect of intelligence. If women can play sports, why can’t they report on it?

P5) There have been many sexual harassment cases in many other careers. However, people see these more as a major problem. When a woman goes into a men’s locker room or clubhouse she should expect to be harassed, is the general understanding. In the NPR story, “Women Sports Reporters Still Fighting For Respect,” a lawsuit is discussed about when a Major League Baseball team wouldn’t let a woman journalist into the locker room. The court ruled in favor of the journalist saying the Major League Baseball team violated the 14th Amendment Equal Protection Clause.

P6) Danny Mehigan, a sports writer for the Sun Times said, “I certainly think women are capable of doing just as good of a job, if not better, than most men if given the same opportunities. Jackie MacMullin has been a phenomenal reporter for years in Boston and others prove that it’s not just a man’s game any more.”

QUESTIONS FOR READING #1:

==1) Which type of evidence is NOT used?

A) References to Google searches
B) Statements about specific women reporters
C) A court ruling
D) A statement from an athlete

==2) The main idea of P2 is that:

A) Both men and women can be “sexy,” and there no problem with that
B) These sort of titles may help get attention in the short-term, but they may become a long-term problem
C) These titles often lead to sexual harassment 
D) This problem is caused by male, not female, audience members

==3) In the last paragraph, the sports writer’s tone is:

A) Mocking

B) Angry

C) Supportive

D) Conflicted
==4) Which of these is NOT mentioned as a problem for women sports reporters?

A) Gaining access to team locker rooms
B) Earning lower salaries than male reporters
C) Dealing with potential sexual harassment
D) Being seen as sexy rather than serious
READING #2: “Poignant Struggle For 'Life' Among Illegal Immigrants” [Film review]
P1] Making a virtue of simplicity and a vice of melodrama, the movie A Better Life is a well-intentioned stab at something we rarely see in American movie theaters: the low-income family drama. This is a genre in which work — exhausting, repetitive, unreliable — is the story's engine and the characters' sole means of survival. For the characters in these films, holding on to a job or finding a better one takes precedence over anything life can throw at them.

P2] For Carlos (Demián Bichir), an undocumented Mexican day laborer who arrived in Los Angeles six years earlier, work is all-consuming. Rising at dawn in his ramshackle South Central rental, he spends long days tending to the well-fed lawns of the affluent, barely seeing his 14-year-old son, Luis (José Julián). Uncommunicative and a little hotheaded, Luis is teetering on the brink of expulsion from school and initiation into a local gang with family ties to his feisty girlfriend (Chelsea Rendon), but it's clear he's more a thoughtful loner than a mindless joiner.

P3] When, in the course of a single day, Carlos achieves his dream of self-employment, only to have it cruelly snatched away, the film transforms into an odyssey of familial healing and a sharp lesson on the realities of living without papers. As Carlos and Luis search for the man who has wronged them, director Chris Weitz (whose family is mostly Hispanic and whose grandmother was the Mexican actress Lupita Tovar) takes us on a tour of locations most Angelenos never see: An immigrant doss house, a Mexican rodeo at Pico Rivera Stadium, a steamy kitchen filled with undocumented scullery staff. Dragging into the light those who prefer to exist in shadows, Weitz forces us to confront a world where every stranger is a threat, every cop an enemy, and crime must be handled without official help.

P4] Sensitively written by Eric Eason (from a story by Roger L. Simon), A Better Life is a far cry from the director's big-studio footprints (The Twilight Saga: New Moon and The Golden Compass), but the more personal scale suits him. Turning LA into a bifurcated city — on one side, manicured yards and jogging suburbanites, on the other noisy cantinas and loitering gangbangers — Javier Aguirresarobe's photography draws texture from the street life that boils in the background of the frame. Adopting a uniformly downbeat tone, Weitz observes without comment, resisting the impulse to dramatize the snatches of political protest or the desperate men scrambling on corners for a day's work. Like most of the city's residents, the film simply glances and moves on.

P5] Unfolding exclusively from the perspective of illegal immigrants, A Better Life is a dignified, decent film. Neither hopeful nor hopeless, the story is about embracing heritage while striving for more, all the while trying not to step on the neck of your brother. 

QUESTIONS FOR READING #2:
==1) In P3, the word “odyssey” is used to compare their daily struggles to a:

A) Illegal activity
B) Unique experience
C) Difficult journey
D) Foolish choice
E) Intense conflict
==2) Which pair of names or places is not mentioned in the article?

A) Chris Weitz and Lupita Tovar
B) South Central and Pico Rivera Stadium
C) Carlos and Luis
D) Chicago and Los Angeles
==3) The main point of P4 is that:

A) LA is portrayed as a very divided city that is likely to experience ethnic conflict in the future

B) Gangs have become a serious distractions for illegal immigrants

C) LA is portrayed as a very divided city, but the film is restrained in its comments

D) The point of view of middle-class suburbanites is not fairly represented

==4) Which of the following statements about the film is NOT accurate?

A) The film leads its audience to some unseen and intense places

B) The film’s director calls out for direct political protest about immigration laws

C) The film is shown only from the perspective of illegal immigrants

D) The film often focuses on people doing low-paying and exhausting work
READING #3: “Half of Americans Support Legal Gay Marriage”(May, 2012)
P1] Fifty percent of Americans believe same-sex marriages should be recognized by law as valid, with the same rights as traditional marriages -- down slightly from 53% last year, but marking only the second time in Gallup's history of tracking this question that at least half of Americans have supported legal same-sex marriage. Forty-eight percent say such marriages should not be legal.
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P2] These results -- based on Gallup's annual Values and Beliefs poll, conducted May 3-6 -- come at a time when Vice President Joe Biden's remarks on "Meet the Press" Sunday have at least temporarily brought the issue of same-sex marriage back into the news spotlight. Biden said he was "absolutely comfortable" with the idea that same-sex couples and heterosexual couples are "entitled to the same exact rights, all the civil rights, all the civil liberties." President Obama, however, has stopped short of saying that he favors legalizing same-sex marriage.

P3] Last's year's Values and Beliefs survey marked the first time in Gallup's history of tracking this issue that a majority favored legalization. Prior to last year, the highest level of support had been 46%, measured in 2007. In 1996, when Gallup first asked the question, 27% supported it, while 68% were opposed.

P4] The issue of same-sex marriage sharply divides the American public along political and religious lines. Almost two-thirds of Democrats support legalizing it, compared with 57% of independents and 22% of Republicans.

QUESTIONS FOR READING #3:

==1) Which statistic is NOT featured in the article?

A) 62%

B) 35%

C) 18%

D) 22%

E) 46%

==2) See P3. Based on the reading, the change in public attitudes from 1996 to 2012 is:

A) Trivial

B) Significant

C) Temporary

D) Troubling

==3) According to the reading, which political group is least likely to support gay marriage?

A) Tea Party

B) Democratic

C) Independent

D) Libertarian

E) Republican

==4) The purpose of P4 is to:

A) Inform readers that this issue is a very divisive one

B) Predict how these poll numbers will change in the near future

C) Persuade readers about how they should respond to the poll question

D) Challenge the validity of the statistics and questions

Reading #4:“Multiracial People Become Fastest-growing US Group”
By: HOPE YEN 

[P1] Multiracial Americans have become the fastest growing demographic group, wielding an impact on minority growth that challenges traditional notions of race.

[P2] The number of multiracial people rose 3.4 percent last year to about 5.2 million, according to the latest census estimates. First given the option in 2000, Americans who check more than one box for race on census surveys have jumped by 33 percent and now make up 5 percent of the minority population — with millions more believed to be uncounted. Demographers attributed the recent population growth to more social acceptance and slowing immigration. They cited in particular the high public profiles of Tiger Woods and President Barack Obama, a self-described "mutt," who are having an effect on those who might self-identify as multiracial. Population figures as of July 2008 show that California, Texas, New York and Florida had the most multiracial people, due partly to higher numbers of second- and later-generation immigrants who are more likely to "marry out." 

[P3]  In Middletown, N.J., Kayci Baldwin, 17, said she remembers how her black father and white mother often worried whether she would fit in with the other kids. While she at first struggled with her identity, Baldwin now actively embraces it, sponsoring support groups and a nationwide multiracial teen club of 1,000 that includes both Democrats and Republicans. She declares, "While we are a group that was previously ignored in many ways, we now have an opportunity to fully identify and express ourselves." Experts on this topic generally agree. "Multiracial unions have been happening for a very long time, but we are only now really coming to terms with saying it's OK," said Carolyn Liebler, a sociology professor at the University of Minnesota who specializes in family, race and ethnicity. "I don't think we've nearly tapped the potential. Millions are yet to come out," she said.
QUESTIONS FOR READING #4:

==1) Which of these series of names or numbers or places or phrases does NOT appear in the reading?

A) Tiger Woods, Kayci Baldwin, Carolyn Liebler 

B) 3.4%, 33%, and 5%

C) Texas, New York, Illinois

D) Mutt, marry out, multiracial

==2) What types of evidence are used in these paragraphs?

A) Statistics and a statement from an expert

B) Public opinion polls about multiracial marriages and a personal narrative

C) References to demographic trends and to recent legal cases

D) Statements from supporters and opponents of multiracial marriage 

==3) The purpose of the essay is to:

A) Inform readers about certain trends about multiracial marriages

B) Argue that such marriages should be more widely accepted

C) Challenge whether these statistics are fully accurate

D) Recommend certain states that multiracial families could move to

==4) The main idea of the professor’s statement in P3 is that:

A) Multiracial marriages are a very recent change in American society.

B) Multiracial marriages are now being widely recognized, and they will be even more widely recognized in the future.

C) Attitudes about multiracial marriage are so hostile that they lead people to secrecy.

D) There should be serious laws to protect the rights of those in multiracial marriages.
ANSWER KEY:
READING #1:

==1) Which type of evidence is NOT used?

A) References to Google searches
B) Statements about specific women reporters
C) A court ruling
D) A statement from an athlete<<

See P2, P3 and P6, and P5. No athletes are interviewed.

==2) The main idea of P2 is that:

A) Both men and women can be “sexy,” and there no problem with that
B) These sort of titles may help get attention in the short-term, but they may become a long-term problem<<
C) These titles often lead to sexual harassment 
D) This problem is caused by male, not female, audience members

See the last line of the paragraph. There clearly is a “problem,” so A) is incorrect. No mention is made of sexual harassment in this paragraph, and it’s not made clear who she “blames.”

==3) In the last paragraph, the sports writer’s tone is:

A) Mocking

B) Angry

C) Supportive<<

D) Conflicted
See words such as “capable,” “better,” and “phenomenal.”

==4) Which of these is NOT mentioned as a problem for women sports reporters?

A) Gaining access to team locker rooms
B) Earning lower salaries than male reporters<<
C) Dealing with potential sexual harassment
D) Being seen as sexy rather than serious

See P5, P5 again, and P2. No mention is made of money.

READING #2:
==1) In P3, the word “odyssey” is used to compare their daily struggles to a:

A) Illegal activity
B) Unique experience
C) Difficult journey<<
D) Foolish choice
E) Intense conflict
An “odyssey” can be a “unique experience,” but it is primarily associated with a long journey. 
==2) Which pair of names or places is not mentioned in the article?

A) Chris Weitz and Lupita Tovar
B) South Central and Pico Rivera Stadium
C) Carlos and Luis
D) Chicago and Los Angeles<<
See P3, P2 and P3, and P2 again. Chicago is not mentioned.
==3) The main point of P4 is that:

A) LA is portrayed as a very divided city that is likely to experience ethnic conflict in the future

B) Gangs have become a serious distractions for illegal immigrants

C) LA is portrayed as a very divided city, but the film is restrained in its comments<<
D) The point of view of middle-class suburbanites is not fairly represented

LA is seen as deeply divided. See the phrase “Weitz observes without comment...” Gangs are mentioned just in passing in this paragraph. No prediction is made about the future or about the middle-class.
==4) Which of the following statements about the film is NOT accurate?

A) The film leads its audience to some unseen and intense places

B) The film’s director calls out for direct political protest about immigration laws<<
C) The film is shown only from the perspective of illegal immigrants

D) The film often focuses on people doing low-paying and exhausting work
See P3, P5, and P1. No call for political action is mentioned.
READING #3:
==1) Which statistic is NOT featured in the article?

A) 62%

B) 35%

C) 18%<<

D) 22%

E) 46%

See the chart for A) and B). See P4 and P3 for D) and E). 

==2) See P3. Based on the reading, the change in public attitudes from 1996 to 2012 is:

A) Trivial

B) Significant<<

C) Temporary

D) Troubling

The change from 27% to 50% is surely not “trivial,” and the graph shows that these changes have been happening steadily. Some people do find this trend troubling, but that is not mentioned at all in P3.

==3) According to the reading, which political group is least likely to support gay marriage?

A) Tea Party

B) Democratic

C) Independent

D) Libertarian

E) Republican<<

This is made clear in the last line.

==4) The purpose of P4 is to:

A) Inform readers that this issue is a very divisive one<<

B) Predict how these poll numbers will change in the near future

C) Persuade readers about how they should respond to the poll question

D) Challenge the validity of the statistics and questions
No prediction is made about the future numbers; no attempt is made to “change your mind”; the numbers are accepted as valid. The word “divides” should also be a clue.

READING #4:

==1) Which of these series of names or numbers or places or phrases does NOT appear in the reading?

A) Tiger Woods, Kayci Baldwin, Carolyn Liebler 

B) 3.4%, 33%, and 5%

C) Texas, New York, Illinois

D) Mutt, marry out, multiracial

This is meant to be an easy question--but pay close attention to how these details are used!

==2) What types of evidence are used in these paragraphs?

A) Statistics and a statement from an expert
B) Public opinion polls about multiracial marriages and a personal narrative

C) References to demographic trends and to recent legal cases

D) Statements from supporters and opponents of multiracial marriage 

There are no references to public opinion polls, to legal cases, or to the views of opponents. Statistics appear in the second paragraph, and an expert’s commentary appears in P3.

==3) The purpose of the essay is to:

A) Inform readers about certain trends about multiracial marriages
B) Argue that such marriages should be more widely accepted

C) Challenge whether these statistics are fully accurate

D) Recommend certain states that multiracial families could move to

The essay points out various trends without entering into any arguments and without making nay recommendations to families. 

==4) The main idea of the professor’s statement in P3 is that:

A) Multiracial marriages are a very recent change in American society.

B) Multiracial marriages are now being widely recognized, and they will be even more widely recognized in the future.
C) Attitudes about multiracial marriage are so hostile that they lead people to secrecy.

D) There should be serious laws to protect the rights of those in multiracial marriages.

The professor points out that such marriages have been happening for a long time. No direct reference to hostile attitudes or laws appear (and this is not an inference question). Also see the statement that “Millions are yet to come out.”
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